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In a concert program (March 29, 2008), Pierre-Laurent Aimard 
formulated the fundamental question that confronts every pianist 
facing The Art of Fugue: "how to render in the same balance the 
phenomenal contrapuntal demands and the expressive, playful or 
virtuosic dimensions?" 

Albert Cano Smit does not erect counterpoint into mysticism and 
makes theater out of architecture. He recounts his first listening as 

"the impression that an entire universe was slowly revealing itself through the work." 

Thus, beyond an Art of Fugue, he gives us an "ample comedy with a hundred diverse acts / 
And whose stage is the universe" (La Fontaine). 

As with his illustrious predecessors Nikolaïeva or Sokolov, touch, articulation, nuance and 
tempo mark from the incipit the character of each of these "diverse acts," from which he 
excludes the fugues for two harpsichords, which he punctuates with the four canons, and 
which he crowns with the chorale Vor deinem Thron. Yet, the opening betrays nothing of the 
peripeties that follow: a rubato (Contrapunctus I), a sudden alla breve (XI), a scherzando 
gradually tensing (III) outline so many autonomous small dramas, interlocking as in a 
Shakespearean problem play. 

We knew, since his Brahms Concerto No. 1 at the Montreal competition, that Albert Cano 
Smit had a taste for risk: he confirms it with tempos at the limit of rupture (IX). This is the 
price of life. The main theme is no longer the hidden treasure at the bottom of a labyrinth that 
must constantly be discovered for the listener (as with Trifonov); it is the nucleus around 
which a teeming biota of motifs is organized (Canon per augmentationem); it is the recurring 
face of a Rembrandt who, in his hundred self-portraits, matters not so much as what he 
wears. 
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